Sculpture and 3D Work: Year 4 Art & Design lesson plan
KS2 · 60 minutes · National Curriculum: Art & Design KS2 — sculpture techniques; improve mastery of three-dimensional work; learn about great artists and sculptors
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Overview
Pupils explore three-dimensional art-making through clay or air-dry clay, learning to construct, join, and add texture to create expressive sculptures. They study the work of sculptors such as Andy Goldsworthy to understand how form and material choices communicate meaning.
Learning objectives
1. Understand the properties of clay and how to manipulate it — pinching, coiling, and slab building.
1. Join clay components securely using the score and slip technique.
1. Add surface texture and detail using tools and found objects.
1. Discuss how sculptors use form, material, and space to convey ideas.
Prior knowledge
1. Year 2 Art: texture and collage.
1. Year 3 Art: observational drawing — understanding form.
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	sculpture
	A three-dimensional artwork created by carving, modelling, or constructing.

	score and slip
	A technique for joining clay: scratch (score) both surfaces and apply watered-down clay (slip) before pressing together.

	coiling
	Building up walls of clay using long rolled coils.

	relief
	A sculpture in which shapes project from a flat background.

	form
	The three-dimensional shape of a sculpture.


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Starter
	10 min
	Show images of Andy Goldsworthy's natural sculptures. Discuss: what materials is he using? Why do you think he uses natural materials? How is this different from sculptures you might see in a museum? Introduce the idea that sculpture can be temporary, environmental, and made from unexpected materials.

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Introduce clay. Demonstrate properties: how it can be pinched, rolled into coils, and flattened into slabs. Show the score and slip technique for joining. Demonstrate adding texture: pressing a leaf, a piece of fabric, or a tool into the clay surface. Set the brief: pupils will create a tile or small sculpture inspired by a natural object (e.g. a leaf, an animal, a landscape feature).

	Guided practice
	10 min
	Pupils practise the score and slip technique by joining two small clay pieces, then press a found object into a slab to create a texture sample. Evaluate: is the join secure? Does the texture show clearly?

	Independent practice
	15 min
	Pupils create their own clay piece. Encourage planning on paper first — a quick sketch showing the intended form and any texture. Monitor joins and support as needed. Pieces should be labelled and set aside to dry.

	Plenary
	5 min
	Discuss: what decisions did you make about form and texture? What do you want your sculpture to communicate? Connect back to Goldsworthy: how do artists use their material to express ideas?


Common misconceptions
1. You can just press two pieces of clay together to join them — without score and slip, joins will crack when dry; always demonstrate and reinforce this technique.
1. Thicker clay is stronger — thick, uneven pieces are more likely to crack when drying; encourage even thickness.
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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