Painting: Landscapes (Year 5): Year 5 Art and Design lesson plan
KS2 · 60 minutes · National Curriculum: Art and Design KS2 — To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including painting; to know about great artists and the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
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Overview
Pupils investigate the rich tradition of landscape painting from Constable's English countryside to the Impressionist innovations of Monet and the expressive energy of Van Gogh's landscapes. They develop personal approaches to painting en plein air-style studies in the school environment before developing a large-scale studio painting. The unit builds technical skill in mark-making, colour and composition whilst encouraging personal artistic voice.
Learning objectives
1. To know about the Impressionist tradition in landscape painting, with specific reference to Monet and Van Gogh
1. To develop mark-making techniques in paint including dabs, swirls and palette knife work
1. To compose and paint a landscape demonstrating understanding of foreground, midground and background
1. To evaluate own work using specific art vocabulary and make improvements in response to evaluation
Prior knowledge
1. Watercolour landscape techniques from Year 3
1. Knowledge of Impressionism from KS2 History or previous art units
1. Colour mixing, tints and shades from Year 2 and Year 3
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	landscape
	A painting or artwork showing natural outdoor scenery

	Impressionism
	A late 19th century art movement that captured fleeting effects of light using loose, visible brushstrokes

	plein air
	Painting outdoors, in the open air, in front of the subject

	palette knife
	A flexible, blunt blade used to mix paint and apply it thickly to a canvas

	foreground
	The part of a painting closest to the viewer

	aerial perspective
	The effect where distant objects appear paler and bluer than nearby objects


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Introduction
	10 min
	Show a sequence of landscape images: Constable's The Hay Wain, Monet's Haystacks series, Van Gogh's Wheatfield with Crows. Ask: how has the approach to landscape changed? Focus on brushwork: what marks has each artist made? Show a video clip of a painter working plein air. Introduce the unit plan: outdoor study, then studio development.

	Demonstration
	15 min
	Outdoors or using a projected outdoor photograph: demonstrate how to establish a horizon line and decide on the proportion of sky to land. Show how to use different brush techniques: horizontal strokes for a flat field, curved strokes for foliage, short dabs for texture, directional marks for wind in grass (Van Gogh-inspired). Demonstrate adding paint with a palette knife for texture.

	Exploration
	20 min
	Pupils take their sketchbooks outdoors and make two rapid landscape sketches (5 minutes each) using pencil and colour notes. Back inside, they make a small experimental painting on card using Van Gogh-inspired directional marks, focusing on texture and energy rather than accuracy.

	Independent making
	10 min
	Pupils begin their larger landscape painting, establishing the composition and blocking in main colour areas. They are encouraged to use at least three different mark types and to create tonal contrast between foreground and background using aerial perspective (lighter, cooler tones in the distance).

	Reflection and display
	5 min
	Paintings are arranged on the floor. Pupils stand back and evaluate: does the foreground feel close? Does the background feel far away? Does the painting have energy and texture? Pupils mark their own painting against these three criteria and note one improvement for the next session.


Common misconceptions
1. Pupils often paint distant objects with the same bright, saturated colours as foreground objects, preventing the painting from having depth — introduce aerial perspective as a practical technique, not just a theory
1. Some pupils use timid, small marks on large paper, resulting in weak, hesitant paintings — encourage large, confident marks by demonstrating with a wide brush loaded with paint
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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