Commas in Lists: Year 2 English lesson plan
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Overview
Pupils learn to use commas to separate items in a list, understanding how commas prevent ambiguity and help the reader follow what is being said. They practise writing list sentences and begin to apply comma use consistently in their own writing.
Learning objectives
1. Understand that commas are used to separate items in a list.
1. Write list sentences using commas correctly between items.
1. Read list sentences aloud with the appropriate pause at each comma.
1. Understand that 'and' or 'or' replaces the final comma.
Prior knowledge
1. Ability to write sentences with correct end punctuation.
1. Familiarity with lists from reading.
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	comma
	A punctuation mark (,) used to separate items in a list or parts of a sentence.

	list
	A series of items written or spoken one after another.

	separate
	To keep things apart or distinct.

	items
	Individual things in a group or list.


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Starter
	10 min
	Read aloud: 'I need eggs butter flour sugar milk.' Ask: is that easy to follow? Now read with commas: 'I need eggs, butter, flour, sugar and milk.' Ask: what did you notice? Establish that commas act like pauses to separate items.

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Model writing a list sentence: 'In my bag I have a pencil, a ruler, a rubber and a book.' Teach the rule: commas between all items except before the final 'and' or 'or'. Show what goes wrong if commas are missed ('apples and pears and grapes and bananas').

	Guided practice
	15 min
	Pupils add commas to a set of list sentences. Then write two list sentences of their own: one about things to pack for a trip, one about things they can see outside.

	Independent practice
	10 min
	Pupils write a short paragraph describing a scene (e.g. a market, a playground) that includes at least two list sentences with commas correctly placed.

	Plenary
	5 min
	Read a list sentence with a comma in the wrong place. Can pupils hear the difference? Reinforce: the comma goes after each item except before the final 'and'.


Common misconceptions
1. Pupils sometimes add a comma before 'and' in a list ('apples, pears, and grapes,') — in KS1 the convention is no Oxford comma and no comma after 'and'.
1. Adding a comma after every word, not just between list items — model carefully and practise reading aloud to feel where the pauses go.
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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