Paragraphing and Text Organisation: Year 4 English lesson plan
KS2 · 60 minutes · National Curriculum: English KS2 (Year 3-4) — Pupils should be taught to use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme; to use appropriate organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader.
	Class
	Date
	Adults in the room

	
	
	


Overview
This lesson develops pupils understanding of how paragraphs are used to organise writing effectively. Pupils examine how professional writers use topic sentences, paragraph breaks and linking phrases to guide the reader through a text. By the end of the lesson, pupils will be able to identify the organising principle of a paragraph, write effective topic sentences and use linking phrases to create cohesion within and between paragraphs.
Learning objectives
1. Understand that paragraphs are organised around one main idea or theme
1. Identify and write effective topic sentences that signal the content of a paragraph
1. Use linking words and phrases to connect ideas within and between paragraphs
1. Apply paragraphing skills when writing a multi-paragraph non-chronological report
Prior knowledge
1. Experience of reading a range of non-fiction texts organised with headings and subheadings
1. Ability to write extended pieces of writing in more than one paragraph
1. Understanding of topic sentences as an idea (may not yet use the term confidently)
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	paragraph
	A section of writing that focuses on one idea or theme, separated from other sections by a line break

	topic sentence
	The sentence that introduces the main idea of a paragraph, usually the first sentence

	cohesion
	The way in which ideas in a text are linked together so that the writing flows smoothly

	theme
	The main subject or idea that a paragraph or text is about

	transition
	A word or phrase that connects one paragraph or idea to the next

	organise
	To arrange information in a clear and logical order


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Warm-up
	10 min
	Provide pupils with a model text that has been cut up into individual paragraphs and sentences mixed together. In pairs, pupils sort the pieces back into a coherent text. Discuss how they knew which pieces belonged together and what order the paragraphs should go in. Elicit the idea that paragraphs are organised around one idea and that writers use clues to signal where paragraphs begin and what they are about.

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Display a well-structured model text (linked to current topic work). Read through it together and identify the paragraph breaks. For each paragraph, ask: What is this paragraph about? Can we find one sentence that tells us? Highlight topic sentences and discuss how they signal the content of the whole paragraph. Introduce a range of linking phrases displayed on a reference card: Furthermore, In addition, On the other hand, However, As a result, This is because, In contrast. Discuss how these phrases create bridges between paragraphs.

	Guided practice
	15 min
	Pupils are given six topic sentences and a set of supporting detail sentences. Working in pairs, they match each topic sentence to its supporting details, then arrange the paragraphs in a logical order for a non-chronological report. They then add a linking phrase at the start of each paragraph (except the first) to improve cohesion. Circulate and prompt: Why did you choose that order? How does this linking phrase connect to the previous paragraph?

	Independent practice
	10 min
	Pupils write a three-paragraph section for a non-chronological report on a topic they have been researching. They must write a clear topic sentence for each paragraph, include at least three supporting details per paragraph and use a linking phrase at the start of paragraphs two and three. Encourage pupils to check their work by asking: Does each paragraph focus on just one idea? Does my topic sentence tell the reader what the paragraph is about?

	Plenary
	5 min
	Display one or two examples on a visualiser. Use a traffic light system to check: green if the paragraph has a clear topic sentence, amber if the topic is clear but the sentence could be improved, red if the paragraph does not have a clear focus. Discuss what changes would improve the amber and red examples. Summarise the lesson by asking pupils to explain in their own words what a topic sentence is and why paragraphing matters.


Common misconceptions
1. Pupils often think a paragraph is determined by length (e.g. four sentences) rather than by the unity of ideas; emphasise that a paragraph can be any length as long as it focuses on one theme
1. Pupils sometimes start every paragraph with In addition without thinking about whether the relationship between paragraphs is additive, contrastive or causal; explore a range of linking phrases and discuss when each is appropriate
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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