Subjunctive Mood: Year 6 English lesson plan
KS2 · 60 minutes · National Curriculum: English Appendix 2 — Grammar: subjunctive forms such as 'If I were' or 'Were they to come' in some very formal writing (Year 6)
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Overview
Pupils are introduced to the subjunctive mood as a feature of formal writing, used to express hypothetical or contrary-to-fact situations. They learn to recognise and use subjunctive forms in set phrases and formal contexts, understanding how the subjunctive differs from standard indicative verb forms.
Learning objectives
1. Understand what the subjunctive mood expresses.
1. Recognise subjunctive forms in formal written English.
1. Use the subjunctive correctly in set phrases and formal writing.
1. Distinguish between indicative and subjunctive verb forms.
Prior knowledge
1. Confident knowledge of verb tenses and forms.
1. Understanding of formal register.
1. Experience with complex sentences and subordinate clauses.
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	subjunctive
	A verb form used to express hypothetical, wished-for, or formally required situations.

	indicative mood
	The normal verb form used to state facts, e.g. 'She is here.'

	hypothetical
	Imagined or supposed rather than real.

	formal writing
	Writing that follows conventional grammar rules and is used in professional or official contexts.

	clause
	A group of words containing a subject and a verb.


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Starter
	10 min
	Display two sentences: 'If I was a teacher...' and 'If I were a teacher...'. Ask: which sounds more formal? Which is used in formal writing? Discuss what pupils notice.

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Explain that the subjunctive is a formal verb form used in two main patterns: (1) 'if/as if + were' for hypotheticals (even with singular subjects); (2) 'that + base form' after verbs of recommendation or necessity ('I suggest that he be present'). Show examples from formal letters, news reports, and official documents.

	Guided practice
	15 min
	Pupils identify subjunctive forms in a range of sentences, then rewrite informal sentences using the subjunctive where appropriate. Discuss: does the subjunctive always sound natural in modern English?

	Independent practice
	10 min
	Pupils write a short formal letter or speech that includes at least two subjunctive constructions, then annotate them.

	Plenary
	5 min
	Share examples. Discuss: the subjunctive is less common in everyday speech — when would a writer choose to use it? What does it signal about the register of the text?


Common misconceptions
1. Pupils may think 'I were' is simply incorrect — clarify that it is correct in the formal subjunctive construction ('If I were you...').
1. Confusing the subjunctive with the past tense — 'If he were here' is not past tense; it is hypothetical present.
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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