Telling the Time: Year 1 Maths lesson plan
KS1 · 60 minutes · National Curriculum: Mathematics — Measurement: tell the time to the hour and half past the hour, Year 1
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Overview
Pupils learn to read the time to the hour and half past the hour on analogue and digital clocks. They explore what the hour and minute hands represent and begin to understand how time is sequenced throughout the day.
Learning objectives
1. Recognise and use language relating to time: o'clock, half past, before, after.
1. Tell the time to the hour (o'clock) on an analogue clock.
1. Tell the time to the half hour (half past) on an analogue clock.
1. Read times to the hour and half past on a digital clock.
Prior knowledge
1. Familiarity with clocks and the concept of time from everyday life.
1. Ability to count in 5s (helpful but not required at this stage).
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	o'clock
	Exactly on the hour, e.g. 3 o'clock.

	half past
	30 minutes after the hour, e.g. half past 3 = 3:30.

	minute hand
	The longer hand on an analogue clock that shows the minutes.

	hour hand
	The shorter hand on an analogue clock that shows the hours.

	analogue clock
	A clock with a face showing numbers 1–12 and hands that point to the time.

	digital clock
	A clock that shows the time using digits, e.g. 3:00 or 3:30.


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Starter
	10 min
	Use a large demonstration clock. Ask pupils to say what they think the hands are for. Establish: short hand = hours, long hand = minutes. At o'clock, the long hand always points to 12.

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Set the clock to 3 o'clock. Identify the hour hand (on 3) and the minute hand (on 12). Move through several o'clock times. Introduce half past: the minute hand travels halfway round to point to 6. Show 3:30 — the hour hand is between 3 and 4. Show the digital equivalent.

	Guided practice
	15 min
	Pupils use individual clock faces to set times called by the teacher. Then match analogue clock images to digital times.

	Independent practice
	10 min
	Pupils draw the hands on blank clock faces for given times, and write the digital equivalent. Include a mix of o'clock and half past.

	Plenary
	5 min
	Order three events from the school day using the times on clock cards: assembly, lunch, home time. Discuss: which comes first? How much time passes between them?


Common misconceptions
1. Confusing hour and minute hands — use size as the cue (short = hours) and reinforce consistently.
1. At half past, pupils sometimes say the hour hand points exactly to the number — show that at half past, the hour hand is halfway between two numbers.
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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