Living Things and Their Habitats: Year 2 Science lesson plan
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Overview
Pupils explore the concept of habitats and how living things are suited to the places where they live. They learn to distinguish between things that are living, dead, or never alive, and investigate how plants and animals in a micro-habitat depend on each other.
Learning objectives
1. Distinguish between living, dead, and never alive.
1. Identify that different habitats support different plants and animals.
1. Describe how a plant or animal is suited to its habitat.
1. Understand that animals depend on plants and other animals for food.
Prior knowledge
1. Ability to name common plants and animals.
1. Awareness that animals need food and water.
1. Experience of the school grounds as a habitat.
Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning

	habitat
	The natural environment where a plant or animal lives.

	living
	Something that is alive — it grows, reproduces, and responds to its environment.

	dead
	Something that was once alive but is no longer.

	never alive
	Something that has never been alive, e.g. a rock, a plastic cup.

	suited
	Well matched to its environment — a plant or animal has features that help it survive there.

	food chain
	A sequence showing what eats what in a habitat.


Lesson structure
	Phase
	Time
	What happens

	Starter
	10 min
	Show a set of cards: a leaf, a stone, a dead flower, a worm, a plastic bag, a snail shell. Pupils sort into: living, dead, never alive. Discuss tricky cases (the snail shell — was once part of a living thing).

	Teaching input
	20 min
	Introduce habitat: the place that provides food, water, shelter, and the right conditions for a living thing. Compare contrasting habitats: woodland, ocean, desert. For each, discuss what lives there and why (warmth, food availability, body adaptations). Introduce a simple food chain: plant → caterpillar → bird.

	Guided practice
	15 min
	Pupils match animals to their habitats and give one reason why each animal is suited to that habitat. Then construct a simple food chain using a given set of organisms.

	Independent practice
	10 min
	Micro-habitat study: if possible, go outside and observe a small area (under a log, in leaf litter). Pupils record what they find and suggest why each creature lives there.

	Plenary
	5 min
	Ask: what would happen if all the plants in a woodland were removed? Pupils reason through the food chain consequences.


Common misconceptions
1. Pupils sometimes say a rock is 'dead' because it looks old and grey — clarify that dead means 'was once alive'.
1. Thinking that animals choose their habitat because they like it — emphasise that animals are suited to their habitat through adaptation, not choice.
Notes for my class
Pupils to watch, adaptations, what to revisit next lesson:
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