Earth and Space: The Sun and Its Planets word mat
Year 5 Science
	Word
	What it means

	star
	A huge ball of hot gas that gives out its own light. The Sun is our nearest star.

	planet
	A large, round object that orbits a star. Our solar system has eight planets.

	solar system
	The Sun and everything that orbits it, including the planets and their moons.

	orbit
	The path one object takes around another, such as the Earth's path around the Sun.

	spherical
	Shaped like a ball. The Sun, Earth and Moon are all approximately spherical.

	dwarf planet
	A round object that orbits the Sun but is too small to clear its path of other objects. Pluto has been a dwarf planet since 2006.

	year
	The time a planet takes to orbit the Sun once. A year on Earth is about 365¼ days.
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